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also a testimony to the long series of fortunate acci-
dents which have shaped the destinies of the nation.
Other constitutions have been built; that of Eng-
land has been allowed to grow, and so the organism
has gradually adapted itself to its environment. >Its
development has been biological rather than me-
chanical ; and for this reason it is still instinct with
vitality, while some of its much later imitators show
signs of stiffness and desiccation*

Form and Substance.

The strangest feature in the whole case is not
merely the unconsciousness, but the reluctance,
with which these organic transformations are per-
mitted. Prom decade to decade, one may almost
say from century to century, the formal structure
of English government alters hardly at all. Essen-
tial elements are introduced, modified, abandoned*
but this goes on without express recognition in the
statute-book, or in the proceedings of the legislature,
or even in the common apprehension of the public.
So far as the form of our institutions are concerned
we might scarcely have moved from the Act of
Settlement. If ever the civilisation of modern
Europe should be lost and buried, like that of Assyria
and Chaldea, and should have to be reconstructed
from written records, the philosophic inquirer of
the future would assuredly fall into errors as striking
as those of some of our own investigators, who
have confused the Egypt of the the Shepherd Kings
with the Egypt of the Ptolemies, and applied to
the Hellenic world of Homer conditions which
prevailed in the age of Plato.

The  conscientious inquirer into a rediscovered